Force 12

AMERICAS BIATING CLUBY)
B (' ¢ For Boaters, By Boaters™ #A
St. Petersburg

Safe, Fun, Boating Starts Here!
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September/October 2026 Volume 82 Issue 4

' Emergency and Community Notification

Ine as Service for Pinellas County, Loca
In emergencies, stay informed,
Wednesday September 9 General Meeting

Municipalties and the Sheriffs Office

Hurricane Preparedness Campaign for Boaters
Presented by Mary Burrell, Pinellas County
Emergency Management Coordinator

Wednesday October 14 - Celebrate Founders Day

Celebrate our Founders and honor the legacy that shaped our squadron.
Together, we recognize the dedication, camaraderie and
commitment to safe boating that continue to define who we are.

All General Meetings schedule:
Cocktails and Social - 5:30pm Dinner - 6:00pm ( . =
Program/meeting - 7:00pm

Parking in the SPYC garage is INCLUDED
Please send reservations to: reservations@boating-stpete.org

Last day/time for reservations or cancellations is Friday 5:00pm prior to meeting
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Squadron Information

Commander:
Cdr Louis E. McBride, P

Commander@boating-stpete.org

Executive Officer: Open
Administrative Officer: Open

Education Officer:
Lt/C Zoran Stanisic, AP
SEO@boating-stpete.org

Treasurer:
Lt/C Kathryn A. Considine, JN
Treasurer@boating-stpete.org

Secretary:
Lt/C W. Douglas Townes, SN
Secretary@boating-stpete.org

*

Past Commander:
P/C Fred Hauck, JN

*

Members at Large:
Lt Glenn T. Dobos, AP
Lt Becky McBride
Lt Jeff Eckhart, AP

Please see the Roster for
contact information or

email: force12@boating-stpete.org

Some Thoughts:

--The ability to speak several languages is an asset, but the
ability to keep your mouth shut in any language is priceless.

-- Be decisive. Right or wrong, make a decision. The road is
paved with flat squirrels who couldn’t make a decision.

-- Happiness is not having to set the alarm clock.

--“The starting pay is $40,000. Later it can go up to $80,000.”
Great— I'll start later.”

--Trust science. Studies show that if your parents didn’t have
children, there’s a high probability you won't either.

-- If you’re not called crazy when you start something new, then
you're not thinking big enough.

--Tip: Save business cards of people you don't like. If you ever hit
a parked car accidentally, just write, “Sorry” on the back and
leave it on the windshield.

-- When | get a headache, | take two aspirin and keep away from
children just like the bottle says.

-- Just once, | want the username and password prompt to say,
“Close enough.”

W S

: @R Wil
"APP? ﬁﬁ%.l.
G e e A

Show that you are a proud member of the Squadron

Check out the ship's store for items with the squadron logo:
license plates (for the front of your vehicle), burgees to fly on your boat , a variety of hats or visors,
messenger bags, large bags (for transporting your supplies to or from your boat), and shirts.

We can even have the squadron logo added to your favorite shirt.

Co-

The items in the Ship's Store are displayed at each General Meeting.

We're also looking for a volunteer to take over the Ship Store.

It's a great way to get to know fellow members and collect a merit mark.

Contact Casey Considine to discuss

& % Distinctive Communicator is an award for publications ¢
2025 and websites 2025

DISTINCTIVE that meet or exceed USPS defined criteria. DISTINCTIVE

Our Force 12 and Website have been recognized
for this award again for 2025.
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Commander
Cdr Louis McBride, P

As we approach the end of summer, the St. Petersburg Sail & Power Squadron continues to remain
active within our community and focused on our mission of promoting safe boating, education, fellowship,
and service. The summer has provided several opportunities to represent the Squadron, bring our members
together, and continue building awareness of America's Boating Club throughout the Tampa Bay area.

Our participation in the Tampa Boat Show in June provided an excellent opportunity to connect
directly with the boating public. Throughout the weekend, our members spoke with many visitors about
boating safety, our educational courses, and the benefits of becoming involved with America's Boating Club.

Thank you to everyone who volunteered their time and helped represent the
St. Petersburg Sail & Power Squadron during the show.

On August 8, members gathered aboard the Calypso Breeze in Madeira Beach for a Tropical Sunset
Dinner Cruise. It was a great evening of fellowship, food, and time together on the water. Events like this
provide our members with an opportunity to enjoy each other's company outside of our regular meetings
while strengthening the fellowship that is an important part of our organization.

Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make the evening a success.

| am looking forward to our Lunar Eclipse Watch Party on August 27-28. Members, family, and
friends are invited to join us for this unique late-night gathering as we enjoy the eclipse together. Activities
such as this allow us to offer something different while continuing to bring our members and their families
together.

As we transition from summer into fall, our attention will continue to focus on boating education, civic
service, membership, and community outreach. We also continue to look for opportunities to strengthen our
relationship with the Sea Scouts and support the next generation of boaters through education, mentorship,
and hands-on boating experiences.

| would also like to encourage members to continue bringing forward ideas for future activities, civic
service projects, educational opportunities, and ways we can increase our presence within the local boating
community. The continued involvement and ideas of our members are important to keeping the Squadron
active and moving forward.

Finally, thank you to everyone who continues to contribute their time and effort to the St. Petersburg
Sail & Power Squadron. Whether you volunteer at an event, teach or assist with a class, help behind the
scenes, attend our meetings and activities, or introduce someone new to the Squadron, your involvement
makes a difference.

I look forward to what we can accomplish together as we move into the fall
and continue building an active, welcoming, and visible St. Petersburg Sail & Power Squadron.

Full Service
‘ﬁ; o
PAAA AN

Embree Marine

Tampa Bay’s Finest Boatyard Since 1947

201 - 16TH AVENUE SOUTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33701

Boatyard (727) 896-0671
Chad Shakespeare FAX (727) 823-3744
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Executive/Administrative Departments

Tampa Boat Show

Thank you to everyone who volunteered and helped represent the St. Petersburg Sail & Power
Squadron at the Tampa Boat Show in June. The event gave us another great opportunity to promote safe
boating education, our Squadron, and America's Boating Club to the local boating community.

Throughout the weekend, we spoke with numerous visitors and received interest in our boating
courses and other Squadron activities. Thank you again to everyone who gave their time to make our
participation possible.

Squadron Summer Activities

Our summer activities have continued to keep members engaged and provide opportunities for
fellowship on and off the water, even if some were postponed.

Our Tropical Sunset Dinner Cruise aboard the Calypso Breeze on August 8 was also a successful
evening of fellowship. Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make the event possible.

Lunar Eclipse Watch Party

Our next Squadron activity will be the Lunar Eclipse Watch Party on August 27— 28, from 9:00 pm to
1:00 am. Members, family, and friends are invited to join us for a late-night gathering to watch the lunar
eclipse together. Participants are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, binoculars, or telescopes if available.

Vessel Safety Checks

Vessel Safety Checks continue to be an important part of our Squadron's commitment to boating
safety and civic service. Hear the examiners have completed 30 so far this year- remember to contact Jeff
for your inspection. We continue to encourage members interested in becoming Vessel Examiners to get
involved. If you are interested in becoming a Vessel Examiner, contact Jeff Eckhart for details.

Civic Service & Community Involvement

We continue to look for additional opportunities for the Squadron to serve the St. Petersburg and sur-
rounding boating community. Members are encouraged to suggest potential beach clean-ups, boat safety
outreach, community partnerships, or other civic service projects that the Squadron could participate in
during the remainder of the year.

Moving Forward
As summer comes to an end, we will begin looking toward our fall activities and opportunities to
continue strengthening member participation, boating education, civic service, and fellowship.

Thank you to everyone who continues to volunteer, participate,
and help keep the St. Petersburg Sail & Power Squadron active and moving forward.

ﬂ Treasurer

% Lt/C Kathryn Considine, JN Please support the businesses that
: have their information in our
Newsletter.

2026 Donations through July: $307.44
Donations are from various sources, i.e.: memorials We hope you use the goods and/or
for members who have passed, from officers to offset services of the businesses listed.
expenses, 50/50 at Meetings, general donations, and .
Life Members in lieu of dues. The funds are used to Let them know that you saw their info
help offset costs of the printing and distribution of the card in the Force 12.

Force 12 and electronic communication fees.
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Administrative Department

5 September - Beach Cleanup - Breakfast 8am, Cleanup 9am

Helping the local community at Pass-a-Grille Beach with cleaning the beach, meetup right next to
Castle Hotel, 401 Gulf Way, St Pete Beach.
Breakfast beforehand at The Sea Horse — watch for details in the upcoming email.

9 September — General Meeting at SPYC - Social 5:30, Dinner 6:00, General Meeting/program 7

Mary Burrell, Pinellas County Emergency Management Coordinator presents the Emergency
Preparedness Campaign for Boaters..

20 - 27 September — National Fall Governing Board

This National meeting serves as a platform to understand national developments of the Power
Squadron, as Squadrons from across the USA, as well as from various regions of the world, convene to
discuss the future of boating. This year's meeting will take place in Raleigh, North Carolina.

26 September - Lunch Bunch - 11:30am

Enjoy handcrafted pasta, vibrant flavors, and a lively atmosphere at Circo Italian Kitchen, perfect for
a relaxed and delicious lunch bunch. Located at 5035 34th St S, St. Petersburg, hosted by Becky McBride.

14 October — General Meeting at SPYC - Social 5:30, Dinner 6:00, General Meeting/program 7:00

Join us as we celebrate Founders Day and honor the legacy that shaped our squadron. Together, we
recognize the dedication, camaraderie, and commitment to safe boating that continue to define who we are.
Come be part of an evening reflecting on our past and charting the course for an even stronger future.

17 October - Fall Commanders and Council Meeting

Squadron commanders, Officers and/or delegates of District 22 meet together to discuss business
within the organization and hold the Council Meeting required prior to the Fall Conference. Meeting will be
held at the Sarasota Squadron Building.

17 October — Day Cruise to Weeden Island Sand Bar - 9am to 1pm

Soak up the sun, drop anchor, and enjoy good vibes with friends at the Weedon Island Sand Bar
Party, the ultimate sandbar hangout on the water.

7 November — USPS District 22 Fall Conference - Palmetto Elks Club
Members come together to meet fellow squadron members from around the West Coast of Florida to
collaborate, share ideas, and strengthen the future of our squadrons. Elks Club located just over the Sun-
shine Bridge, at 4611 4th Avenue E, Palmetto.

7 November — Day of Service at Cats Point Regatta at Boca Ciega Yacht Club - 8am to 4pm

Our yearly day of service assisting with the Cats Point Regatta. We will be assisting with the games
at the regatta, no background knowledge necessary to assist with the games. Free lunch included.

The USPS 2027 and 2028 National Meetings
Will be held at the Embassy Suites USF, Tampa
February 7 - 14, 2027

and
February 6 - 13, 2028

Watch for details
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Education Officer
Lt/C Zoran Stanisic, AP

2026 Class Schedule

#

Start | Day |Week E:ti Instructor |Cost w/ Book Sharing Book
s
Boating Safety Course
Boating Safety Course - 3 6-Sep | SAT |1 Day | 6-Sep |Jeff Eckhart $70.00 $35.00
Boating Safety Course —4 25-Oct | SAT (1 Day | 25-Oct [Bob Cox $70.00 $35.00
Seminars

Bruce
HURRICANE AND BOATS | 2-May | WED 1 2-May Rodgers $35.00/50.00 $15.00/25.00
USING GPS 16-Sep | WED 1 16-Sep $35.00/50.00 $15.00/25.00
HOW TO USE A CHART
SEMINAR 21-Oct | WED 1 21-Oct [Bob Cox $35.00/50.00 $15.00/25.00
ON BOARD EMERGENCIES]| 18-Nov | WED 1 18-Nov $35.00/50.00 $15.00/25.00
USING VHF/DSC MARINE . .
RADIO 16-Dec | WED 1 16-Dec [Louis McBride $35.00/50.00 $15.00/25.00

Advanced Courses

Bruce
WEATHER 15-Sep | TUES 8 3-Nov Rodgers $75.00/100.00 $35.00/50.00
MARINE NAVIGATION (P) | 17-Sep | THUR | 10 | 19-Nov |Bob Cox $100.00/125 $35.00/50.00
BOAT HANDLING  (S) 10-Nov | TUES 5 8-Dec [Bob Zewski $75.00/100.00 $35.00/50.00

Note - Navigation's additional fee added if additional exams or site folders needed. Plotters - $8.00; Dividers - $12.00

As a reminder, Americas Boating Channel (https://americasboatingchannel.com) hosts a broad

selection of videos on boating. The America’s Boating Club app is also an excellent resource for all things
boating. Best of all, it's free to download from the App Store! This phone app contains several educational
and safety resources that can be at your fingertips for easy reference and enhance your boating experience.

< VENTURING  BSA

“Strong Leaders, Strong Valu

You wont forget the first year
vou joined Scouting!

- Are you 14 —20 years old?

- Interested In land adventure, sailing, motor boating, or
fishing?
- Want to learn how to become a better leader?

- Join Scouting Today!

Email: louismchbride219@ovutlock.com

Website: Seascoutship912.com
Venturecrew219.com
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OWNER

ROBERT SIVITER

FILLINGHAM YACHT SALES

CELL: 727-415-4676

OFFICE: 727-460-5687
ROBERTSIVITER@FILLINGHAMYACHTS.COM

105 15TH AVE. SE
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701

WWW.FILLINGHAMYACHTS.COM
LICENSED AND BONDED

America’s Boating Club — St. Petersburg

September/October


https://americasboatingchannel.com

VESSEL SAFETY CHECk
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Safety Article
By Lt Joe Muczynski, Safety Officer

nnnnnnn

Maintenance of Safety

There is a trap in safe boating procedures and elsewhere - it looks like success — can you find it?

Imagine the similarity of the following juxtaposed experiences. At port we raise our quarantine flag
like we've done at every new country along the journey. Back home a friend calls about a dog bite incident
with a child. Our vessel is stuck in quarantine and we want to move on! No one hears about rabies anymore,
but pets must be confined and observed for 10 days after a bite! We bring the appropriate documentation to
the port authorities. Back home our friend stands in line at animal control wondering why when nothing
seems wrong. Rabies is nearly always fatal once symptoms appear, but isn’t death from rabies very rare
now? Why are we still vaccinating and doing quarantines?

But that is exactly the point !!

When prevention works, it often looks like wasted effort. The dog stays healthy. The vessel clears in.
The crew comes home. Multiple years of sailing, motoring and walks in the woods go by without incident.
Imagine the problems created by maintenance of safety failure. PFDs are aboard, but no one checks wheth-
er they are reachable, serviceable, and correctly sized. Preparation of a crew overboard plan has been
skipped or not implemented regularly. Flare and fire extinguishers may be out of date. Dice are rolled again
. and again ... and lucky seven is a probable outcome. Nothing dramatic happens, so the rules feel
unnecessary and obsolete.

This dangerous illusion is the trap.

Some dangers must be stopped before they become obvious. Waiting until everyone can see the
problem may mean waiting too long. Rabies remains nearly always fatal once clinical signs appear and rare
vaccine failures do occur. 117 confirmed animal rabies cases in Florida in 2025 are led by raccoons and
bats, 43 each, followed by cats 12, foxes 10, skunks 3, coyotes 2, and single cases in dog, horse, deer, and
bobcat. The highest-risk places are interface areas where wildlife, pets, trash, food, and people overlap.

Fact-check note: CDC guidance informs and local/state enforcement requires 10-day observation for
healthy dogs, cats, and ferrets after they bite a person, regardless of vaccination status.
No one sanitizes aboard a cruise ship expecting a rare hantavirus outbreak. No one wears a life jacket or
clips into a jackline expecting to go overboard. That is exactly why safety procedures can feel excessive —
until the rare thing happens. Rare threats are easy to dismiss because most days they do not happen.
But safety procedures are written for the day that is NOT most days.

Maintenance of safety is not a reason for annoyance or complacency. Maintenance of safety is a
reason for gratitude, observance and praise of rules/procedures that help keep us safe.

Free Vessel Safety Checks are available through the St Petersburg Sailing and Power Squadron /
America’s Boating Club and US Coast Guard Auxiliary.
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Calendar of Events
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Time Event Location

September
6:30pm EXCOM Meeting St Pete Yacht Club
8:00am Safe Boating Course St. Pete Yacht Club
9:00am Beach Cleanup Pass-a-Grille

Rsains *

ABOR i DAY

\

5:30pm General Meeting St Pete Yacht Club
7:00pm Weather Course St Pete Sail Center
7:00pm Using GPS Seminar St Pete Sail Center
7:00pm Marine Navigation (P) St Pete Sail Center
USPS Governing Board Meeting Raleigh, NC
AR Sp-Peffe = ==
"&F &= @ﬁ&..
el e
11:30am Lunch Bunch Circo ltalian Kitchen
October
6:30pm  EXCOM Meeting St Pete Yacht Club
5:30pm  General Meeting St Pete Yacht Club
9:00am Cruise to Weedon Island Sand Bar

10:00am Commander/Council Meeting Sarasota Yacht Club
7:00pm How to Use a Chart Seminar St Pete Sail Center
St Pete Yacht Club

8:00am Safe Boating Course

LOWEEN

September/October

Contact
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Cdr Louis McBride
Lt Jeff Eckhart
Cdr Louis McBride

Cdr Louis McBride
P/C Bruce Rodgers
TBD

Lt Bob Cox

Cdr Louis McBride

Lt Becky McBride

Cdr Louis McBride
Cdr Louis McBride
Cdr Louis McBride
Cdr Louis McBride
Lt Bob Cox
Lt Bob Cox

Check out our website or elsewhere in this newsletter for details on items listed
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Commanders' Meeting & D22 Council Meeting
Saturday 17 October

Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron Building
2814 Hyde Park Street, Sarasota, FL 34239

Registration 0930/ Commanders' Meeting 1000 - 1145
Led by Cdr Kelly Gitt, Anna Maria Island

1200 - 1245 - Sandwich Buffet - $5.00 cash at the door
Advance registration, please

Access D-22 webpage at americasboatingclub-d22.org - Sign in NOT required

Once there, select About Us from the menu, Scroll to Registration/Purchase
The registration page will open 1 September and close 30 September

Late registrations cannot be accommodated.

Any questions or issues, please email D/Lt/C Mark Koski - koskibeersnob@gmail.com

Council Meeting 1300- 1400

All Squadron Bridge Officers and Executive Committee members
are encouraged to attend
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| AMERICAS BBIATING CLUB'\ |

For Boaters, By Boaters™ ,/h

St. Petersburg /

| 2026 Tampa Boat Show Crew

Thanks for taking the time to promote
Boat Safety...

Anyone know the guy in the crazy
shorts?

So, a boating club went on a boating Dinner Cruise -

Did they have a good time - of course!!

And wished our Commander

a Happy Birthday!

Spring Conference Change of Watch

P/D/C Connie Beckman was called forward to
speak for the other P/D/Cs to make sure P/D/C Matt
Braatz had completed his year as Junior P/D/C and was
eligible to join their ranks.

With some hesitation (!), he was accepted into the
throng. She then informed new P/D/C Ron Jones of his
duties for the next year as the new Junior P/D/C if he
wants to be provided the same consideration.

America’s Boating Club — St. Petersburg September/October 10




AMERICAS BEIATING CLUB Y\
e —___4

FEB 2027 CARIBBEAN CRUISE
7 nights: 14-21 Feb 2027
Roundtrip from Fort Lauderdale on the brand new SUN PRINCESS

Itinerary: Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos; San Juan, Puerto Rico;

Amber Cove, Dominican Republic
GROUP PRICING FROM $861pp
Inside from $861pp
Ocean view from $1131pp
Deluxe balcony from $1361pp
Mini suites from $1681pp

Travel protection & transfers are additional.
OR-take advantage of current promotional pricing at time of booking

Email dawn@dawnstraveldeals.com or call

(727) 403-0406 to join our group on this beautiful new ship!

= PRINCESS

FEB 2028 WESTERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE
7 nights: 13-20 Feb 2028

Roundtrip from Tampa on CELEBR'TY CONSTELLATION@
Itinerary: Georgetown, Grand Cayman; Cozumel & Costa Maya, Mexico

GROUP PRICING INCLUDES-DRINKS & WIFI

GROUP PRICING FROM $1165pp
Inside from $1165
Ocean view from $1252pp
Verandah from $1841pp
Concierge class from $1856pp
Aqua class from $2193pp

Travel protection & transfers are additional.

Feel free to invite your friends, family and neighbors to join us

Email dawn@dawnstraveldeals.com or call (727) 403-0406 to join our group!

CelebrityXCruisesg
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Pinellas Park, FL 33782

Force 12 is a publication of
America’s Boating Club
St Petersburg Sail and Power Squadron ( ‘ -
4384 95th Avenue N

Important Message to members of St Petersburg Sail & Power Squadron:

We desperately need your help

SPSPS,
We need you and we need your help!

It’s time once again to prepare the slate of candidates for squadron positions for
2027. During the month of November, we will be preparing the slate of candidates for
presentation at the annual meeting in December, Thursday, December 10, at the Boca
Ciega Yacht Club.

Don't be shy, | want to encourage you to “step up” and volunteer for one of the
unfilled committee positions or a bridge officer position. Our organization is strictly a
volunteer organization. These past few years have been driven by a small cadre of people
who have stepped forward. We need to improve on that!

The amount of time required to carry out the duties of most of these positions is
minimal and the new ideas and observations you bring will energize and incentivize our
squadron. Current squadron officers will help you to get started and will be happy to
assist you when needed.

The positions include:

Commanding Officer

Executive Officer (currently vacant)

Administrative Officer (currently vacant)

Assistant Secretary (currently vacant)

Member at Large, just to name a few

Please contact me or Louis McBride, for information about
a position you might be interested in.

fred _hauck@yahoo.com 813-402-2219 and/or louismcbride219@outlook.com 727-519-4975

Thanks,
P/C Fred Hauck
Nominating Committee Chair

Copies and previous Force 12 issues can be found on our website www.boating stpete.org — ‘resources’
Distribution by email. A fee is required for a hard copy contact force12@boating stpete.org for details
Editor: Sandy Krupa  Assistance: Jacque D’Louhy, Michele Kennedy and Dawn Eckhart
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