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Wednesday May 13  

  
 Special Presentation  

by 

Jamie Whitehurst, Annual Giving Manager 
 

of 
 

  The Florida Aquarium 

Meetings 

 
 

Wednesday June 10 - Celebrate Founders Day 
 

Celebrate our Founders and honor the legacy that shaped our squadron.  
Together, we recognize the dedication, camaraderie and  

commitment to safe boating that continue to define who we are.  
  

    

All General Meetings schedule: 
          

 Cocktails and Social - 5:30pm   Dinner - 6:00pm  
 

     Program/meeting - 7:00pm 
 

Join us for our Annual Picnic Celebration 
 

Parking in the SPYC garage is INCLUDED 
  
 

Please send reservations to:   reservations@boating-stpete.org 
 

 
Last day/time for reservations or cancellations is Friday 5:00pm prior to meeting 

mailto:reservations@boating-stpete.org
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‘Distinctive Communicator’ is an award for publications and websites 
 that meet or exceed USPS defined criteria. 

  
Our Force 12 and Website have been recognized  

for this award again for 2025.  
 

 

Squadron Information 
 

Commander: 
  Cdr Louis E. McBride, P 

  Commander@boating-stpete.org 

 

Executive Officer: Open 
 
Administrative Officer: Open 
 
Education Officer: 
  Lt/C Zoran Stanisic, AP 

  SEO@boating-stpete.org 

 

Treasurer: 
  Lt/C Kathryn A. Considine, JN 

  Treasurer@boating-stpete.org   

 

Secretary: 
  Lt/C W. Douglas Townes, SN 

  Secretary@boating-stpete.org 

 

Past Commander:  * 
  P/C Fred Hauck, JN 
 

Members at Large:  * 
  Lt Glenn T. Dobos, AP 

  Lt Becky McBride 

  Lt Jeff Eckhart, AP 

                                            
*Please check your Roster for  

contact information  

or  

email: force12@boating-stpete.org 

 
 

 

 

 
Show that you are a proud member of the Squadron 

 

 

Check out the ship's store for items with the squadron logo: 

Shirts, burgees to fly on your boat, hats or visors and various bags (to transport 

supplies).  

We can have the squadron logo added to your favorite shirt. 
 

 
             Some tidbits shared by a member: 

 
- Many years ago in Scotland, a new game was invented.  

It was ruled 'Gentlemen Only...Ladies Forbidden'.. .  
and thus, the word GOLF entered into the English language.  

 
- The first couple to be shown in bed together on prime time 

TV was Fred and Wilma Flintstone  
 

- Coca-Cola was originally green.  
 

- It is impossible to lick your elbow.  
 

- The first novel ever  
written on a typewriter — Tom Sawyer.  

 
- Each king in a deck of playing cards represents  

a great king from history:  
4 

Spades - King David   Hearts - Charlemagne  
Clubs -Alexander, the Great   Diamonds - Julius Caesar  

 
- 111,111,111 x  

111,111,111 = 12,345,678,987, 654,321  
  
 

- Q. What do bulletproof vests, fire escapes, windshield wip-
ers and laser printers have in common?  

 
A. All were invented by women.  

 
- Q. What is the only food that doesn't spoil?  

A. Honey  
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 As we move from spring into the height of summer, the St. Petersburg Sail & Power Squadron    

continues to demonstrate strong engagement, growth and dedication to our mission of safe boating and 

community service. The momentum from our spring activities has carried forward into a productive and 

event-filled season. 

 In May, members will gather for the United States Power Squadron District 22 Spring Conference, 

strengthening collaboration across squadrons and reinforcing our shared goals. Our participation          

highlights the importance of leadership, communication and continued outreach within District 22. 

 Our Cooperative Charting efforts have also seen success, with a recent project completed in      

support of Sea Scout Ship Ballyhoo (912). Special recognition goes to  John Novack for leading this      

initiative as part of his Quartermaster Board, an excellent example of youth leadership and partnership in 

action. 

 Throughout the summer months, squadron activities remain strong, including social gatherings,     

on-the-water events and educational opportunities. Check out page 4 to see the list of events. 

 Events such as our Sunset Cruise aboard Calypso and theme cruises continue to foster               

camaraderie while reinforcing boating confidence in a relaxed environment. These activities not only 

strengthen member engagement but also serve as a gateway for prospective members to experience the 

value of our organization. 

 Looking ahead, we are preparing for continued outreach opportunities, including upcoming boating 

events and community engagement efforts. As always, our focus remains on delivering high-quality        

education, promoting boating safety and supporting the next generation of mariners through our partnership 

with Sea Scouts. 

  

 I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all members who have contributed  

their time and effort over the past several months.  

 

Commander

          Cdr Louis McBride, P 

 

Safe Boating Week — May 16 - 22 
 

May 15 — Wear Your Life Jacket Day  — 
  
 All boaters are encouraged to participate in Wear Your Life Jacket at Work Day on 
May 15, the day before National Safe Boating Week. No matter where you are working or even out and 
about.   

You can join in the fun by wearing your life jacket and posting creative pictures on social media for a chance 
to win a prize.  This is a great way to encourage others to boat responsibly. 

How to Participate - Boaters share a picture of themselves wearing a life jacket at 
work, home or out and about on social media along with the hashtag 

#wearyourlifejacketatworkday and tag @boatingcampaign (Facebook, X, or Instagram).   

Don’t use social media?   Email photos to outreach@safeboatingcouncil.org.  

Chance to Win a Prize  Winners will be chosen randomly throughout the day to receive 
boating swag from the Safe Boating Campaign including dry bags, stickers, and more! 

https://www.facebook.com/BoatingCampaign/
https://twitter.com/BoatingCampaign
https://www.instagram.com/boatingcampaign/
mailto:outreach@safeboatingcouncil.org
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Executive Department 
 

Jeff Eckhart reports that our Vessel Examiners performed 40 Safety Checks in 2025.   
 

We could report larger numbers if we had more examiners.  Examiners have the opportunity to see 
a variety of boats during the exam and chat with owners to share the importance of safety and the mission 
of the Power Squadron.  

Contact Jeff at jeffeckhart41@gmail.com or 727-295-5920 for details or to schedule your own      
inspection if you have not done so this year. 

 

May thru August Activities 

May 1 - 2 – District 22 Spring Conference, Bradenton 

   See Page 10 for details 

May 13 – General Meeting at SPYC – Social 5:30, Dinner 6:00, Meeting  7:00 

  Jamie Whitehurst of The Florida Aquarium - Dive Into Adventure 
 

May 21 - Happy Hour @ Right Around the Corner Arcade Bar – 7:00  

   2244 Central Ave, St. Petersburg. This event will be hosted by Louis McBride. 

May 23 – Pass-a-Grille Beach Cleanup - 9:00 

  Next to Castle Hotel, 401 Gulf Way, St Pete Beach. Breakfast at Seahorse – 8:00  

May 22 - 24 -  Memorial Day Raft Up at Boca Ciega Yacht Club  
   Relaxing  summer getaway amazing raft up! 
  For reservations and info, contact Louis McBride and Michael McBride 
 

May 23 - 30 – D22 Cruise on Regal Princess Cruise 

  Info on D22 Website - https://americasboatingclub-d22.org 
 

June 10 – Founders Day Meeting at SPYC – Social 5:30, Dinner 6:00, Meeting 7:00 

  Honor the legacy that shaped our squadron 
 

June  21 - Lunch Bunch – Circo Italian Kitchen – 11:30 

   5035 34th Street S, St. Petersburg 
 

June TBD – Sand Bar Party - Weedon Island Sand Bar 

  Soak up sun, drop anchor and enjoy good vibes with friends 
 

July 18 – Pass-a-Grille Beach Cleanup – 9:00 
  Next to Castle Hotel, 401 Gulf Way, St Pete Beach. Breakfast at Seahorse – 8:00  
 

July 25 - 28 – Tampa Boat Show, Tampa Fairgrounds 
  Help us in promoting our Squadron  
 

August 8 – Sunset Cruise on Calypso, John’s Pass 
  Sunset cruise aboard Calypso, hosted by Rebecca McBride 
 
August 20 - Happy Hour @ TBD – 7:00 
  Location TBD.  Hosted by Louis McBride. 
 
August 27 -  28 -  Lunar Eclipse Raft Up/Cruise 

  Experience the lunar eclipse, as sky transforms over the open water 

   Hosted by Michael McBride. Location TBD 
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 The squadron successfully conducted a Boating Safety Course on March 14 with a total of six       

students in attendance. The course covered essential topics including safe vessel operation, navigation 

rules, required equipment, and emergency preparedness. All six participants demonstrated a strong         

understanding of the material and successfully passed the course requirements. This 100% pass rate      

reflects both the students’ engagement and the effectiveness of the instruction, contributing to the        

squadron’s ongoing commitment to promoting safe boating practices within the community. 
 

 Looking ahead, the squadron is developing an education schedule for the remainder of the year to 
continue supporting both member development and public boating safety – see table below. Members are 
encouraged to provide feedback on the proposed schedule and share any specific courses or topics they 
would like to see offered, ensuring that future programming aligns with their interests and supports continued 
engagement across the squadron.   Please contact me at zstanisi@yahoo.com for any suggestions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safer Boating Through Education 

 

Education Officer 

 Lt/C Zoran Stanisic, AP

 

 

 

Course Date Cost w/Book Sharing Comments 

Boating Safety Course 

Boating Safety Sept 12,2026 $70 $105 Sharing cost is for 2 people 

Boating Safety Oct 24, 2026 $70 $105   

  

Seminars 

Hurricane Prepa-
ration 

May 2, 2026 TBD   Course for specific condo association, 
not open to public. 

  

Advanced Courses 

Boat Handling TBD     Planning to schedule for the fall 

Weather TBD     Planning to schedule for the fall 

mailto:zstanisi@yahoo.com
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Zoran Stanisic submitted the following 

  
 

  “I am thinking about switching to an electric propulsion for my sailboat,  
so wanted to share my thoughts and research in that area.”  

 
 
Electric Propulsion in Sailing: Why am I considering it? 
 Electric propulsion is becoming an increasingly popular option in the sailing world, offering  
boaters a cleaner, quieter, and more efficient alternative to traditional combustion engines. As        
technology continues to advance, electric-assisted and fully electric sailing vessels are gaining traction 
among both recreational sailors and coastal cruisers.  
 
Here are some of the benefits of electric propulsion on sailboats, and why I am considering repowering 
my boat with an electric engine: 
 

• Quiet operation – significantly reduces engine noise and vibration for a more peaceful motoring 
experience, especially for folks down in the cabin.  My old (now broken) Perkins 4-107 was really 
loud.  Of course, newer diesels are much better, but still not as quiet as an electric motor. 

 

• No diesel – produces no exhaust, improving air quality and reducing environmental impact. No  
diesel tank is required, eliminating possibility of fuel spills. And once I remove all the gunk from my 
bilge, the boat may start smelling like roses. 

 

• Lower maintenance and operating costs – fewer moving parts than combustion engines mean 
less routine servicing and fewer mechanical issues. No oil changes in engine and transmission,       
reduced fuel cost (especially if you install solar for charging). 

 

• Renewable energy integration – compatible with solar panels and wind charging systems.  With a 
good solar system and wind turbines coverage you can recharge your batteries in a couple of days 
(faster if connected to electrical network).  Seems good approach for a sailboat that is used mostly 
on  weekends and only needs engine to get in and out of the harbor. 

 
 

• Instant and constant torque – smooth and immediate power delivery, improving responsiveness 
and maneuverability. Electric engines have flat torque curve, which means they are much less  
sensitive to the characteristics of the propeller.  Yes, there would be an optimal prop size for the 
power of the engine and weight of the boat, but it would probably work fine with whatever you put 
on the shaft. 

 
 For sailors transitioning from traditional propulsion, key considerations include range planning, 

battery management, charging infrastructure, and understanding performance differences under      

varying wind and sea conditions. While electric systems may require more upfront planning, they often 

offer lower maintenance demands and improved operational simplicity over time.  I will talk about these 

topics in the future. 

   
   Thank You! 

 
 

2026 Donations through March: $ 227.44   
    
 

Donations are from various sources, i.e.: memorials for members who have passed, from officers to offset 
expenses, 50/50 at Meetings, general donations, and  Life Members in lieu of dues. The funds are used to 
help offset costs of the printing and distribution of the Force 12 and electronic communication fees. 
 

 

Treasurer 

Lt/C Kathryn Considine, JN 
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Safety Article 
     

  By Lt Joe Muczynski, Safety Officer 
 

 
 
 
 

Calculated Risk and Confirmation Bias 

 
 Performing cost effectively, on time and with high quality are all desirable. When the task is           
unusually challenging for one or more reasons, calculated risk CAN bring successful results. Captain Sulley 
landing on the Hudson River, after bird strikes disabled both engines after takeoff, is a good example of  
success partially due to calculated risk. Determining a safe amount of risk is partially subjective and        
experience often helps.  

 However, experience can also result in poor risk taking due to confirmation bias. If a previous      
situation was dangerously risky and the outcome was successful, this can be interpreted as confirmation 
that the dangerous behavior is acceptable. Repeated success in similar situations can bias a person/group 
to feel comfortable, even when the situation is dangerous. Even worse, this can justify more extreme risk 
taking, creating increasingly dangerous behavior. Too often this results in changes to behavior/procedure/
regulation/law only after tragedy occurs, if at all. 

 As some examples: Several times you successfully pass an intersection upon noticing a stop sign, 
blind spot or yellow light, even though you had time to stop. Eventually you accelerate upon noticing a    
yellow light. Later you notice a car behind you successfully passing the intersection under a red light. Soon 
you're ignoring yellow lights and accelerating through red lights. You have pressure to be on time. You may 
decide to drive and text. Your successes and those of others confirm that your behavior is acceptable, even 
though your driving companions may complain. You perform with high quality and rationalize that your skills 
justify your behavior. Financially you benefit, perhaps because you complete more deliveries/transports or 
avoid penalties for arriving late.  

 Engineers warned loudly that space shuttle solid rocket o-rings were not designed for extremely cold 
temperatures, but they were ignored because of past success with cold weather and a strong desire to 
achieve goals on time. Sadly another shuttle disaster occurred due to an unfounded comfortableness with 
repeated  thermal tile damage. Previous successful outcomes can teach the wrong lesson about readiness 
to proceed. 

 The OceanGate Titan submersible failure was a catastrophic implosion caused by structural failure 
of its experimental carbon fiber hull. Investigations cited "critically flawed" safety practices, inadequate   
testing, and ignored warnings about hull deterioration. In each dive case, prior success made the next risk 
feel more acceptable, despite the ongoing concerns expressed by knowledgeable experts. 

 The primary failure of the Boeing 737 MAX was a design flaw in its Maneuvering Characteristics 
Augmentation System (MCAS). TWO fatal crashes occurred before the fleet was grounded for 20 months. 
Boeing omitted MCAS from pilot manuals/training to avoid the costs of mandatory simulator sessions for 
airlines. Afterwards 737 MAX planes experienced door plug blowout, rudder system failure, and electrical/
temperature hazards. Boeing has faced over $3.6 billion in combined penalties, settlements, and mandated 
safety investments.  

 Mount Everest expedition leaders had a strict "turn-around time" to ensure climbers had enough  
oxygen to descend. Because they were world-class guides who had successfully summited many times, 
they believed they could "manage" a late descent. They ignored the clock and the gathering storm clouds, 
focusing instead on their proximity to the peak. By the time they reached the top, they were out of time/
oxygen and the entire expedition perished. The danger was not only the risk itself, but the false confidence 
created by earlier success in similar risky situations. 

 Calculated risk is a worthy method to achieve success in dangerous situations, but confirmation bias 
can seductively sway an individual or group to make wrong decisions. Understanding and respecting the 
danger of confirmation bias can help make good decisions that may not achieve all goals, but do avoid  
tragic failure. Will you choose to wait until a tragic situation occurs on your watch and suffer the uncomforta-
ble consequences? Will you heed confirmation bias lessons learned and accept achievement of fewer goals 
to avoid tragedy?  

 
Vessel Safety Checks are available through our Squadron 
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      Time              Event            Location                    Contact 

 Calendar of Events 

 

May 
 
  1 - 2           District 22 Spring Conference      Bradenton             Cdr Louis McBride 
        

      6         6:30pm EXCOM Meeting     St. Pete Yacht Club           Cdr Louis McBride 
      

    13         5:30pm      General Meeting           St Pete Yacht Club                     Cdr Louis McBride  
 

    21      7:00pm Happy Hour      Right Around the Corner           Cdr Louis McBride 
 

  22 - 24      Memorial Day Raft Up     Boca Ciega Yacht Club             Louis and Michael McBride 
 

    23         9:00am Beach Cleanup      Pass-a-Grille            Cdr Louis McBride 

 

    June 
  
     3     6:30pm EXCOM Meeting     St Pete Yacht Club            Cdr Louis McBride 
 

   10         5:30pm    Founders Day Meeting   St Pete Yacht Club                      Cdr Louis McBride 
 

   21       11:30am Lunch Bunch      Circo  Italian Kitchen            Lt Becky McBride 
 

 July 
 

   18        9:00am Beach Cleanup      Pass-a-Grille            Cdr Louis McBride 
 

25 - 28  Tampa Boat Show      Tampa Fairgrounds           Cdr Louis McBride 
 

August 
 

      8   Sunset Cruise aboard Calypso*              Lt Becky McBride 
 
    20    7:00pm Happy Hour*  To Be Determined           Cdr Louis McBride 
 
  27 - 28 Lunar Eclipse Raft Up/Cruise *             Cdr Louis McBride 
 

 
 * watch your email for details on listed as well as new events during the summer 
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May Birthdays 

 

  1 - Georgia Binns          2 - John Novack     3 - Carol Lavigna            9 - Jacque D’Louhy 
 

   12 - Daniel Schoeder     15 - Casey Considine    
 

 
June Birthdays  

 

12 - George Pownall   18 - Gene Hammond  19 - JoAnn Chamberlain 
 

   23 - Karen Lieberman 26 - Shelia Moore 
 

 
July Birthdays 

 

 1 - Glenn Dobos        3 - Linda Albrecht 7 - Kit Dabney 24 - Jamie Rimovsky  
  

   28 - Steve Epps   29 - Bryce Rodgers 
 

 
August Birthdays 

 

  1 - Barchan Rodgers 3 - Cory-Jean Cox      5 - Steve Mclean  11 - Don Houck 
12 - Louis McBride       15 - B L Dabney   15 - Carol Segundo       15 - Wendy Wisehaupt 
   18 - Bob Cox  19 - Dawn Eckhart        24 - Charlie Ellins   26 - Clifton Johnson 
 
 
 

 

 

Stories? 
 

Boaters, whether new or ‘seasoned’  
have stories - some sad, some funny,  

some of  adventure. 
 

Do you have a story you would like to share? 
 

One of my favorite memories of taking the initial boating 
course was hearing the stories related to us by the     

instructors. 
They made the class more interesting as they wove the 

story into our ‘learning’. 
 

We would love to print a story or even a recipe you use 
in our newsletter. 

 
Please contact  Sandy Krupa, your editor  

at tskru@outlook.com 
or 

Call 727-674-3513 

 

 

A Passing: 
 

Sadly, we report that  

Margaret Baulig, S passed away March 3.  

She is survived by long time  

St Pete Navigation Course Instructor 

George Baulig, N.  
 

 She and George joined  

The Absecon Island Squadron  

(New Jersey) in 2002  

and transferred to  

The St Pete Squadron in 2004  

upon moving to Florida. 

  

We enjoyed spending time with 

 Margaret at many Squadron meetings 

and activities  

 

May she rest in peace 
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Members gathered at O'Maddy's in Gulfport 

 to celebrate St. Patrick's Day  

on the day after 

 in order to avoid the crowds.   
 

Beautiful day, great food,  

beverages and company!   

 

Thanks to Sue Tokarz for arranging. 

 
April 8 General Meeting - Argo:    

 Cdr McBride provided a presentation on the navigation app Argo.   

It is “The easy-to-use marine navigation and planning app.  

“Trusted by thousands of weekend boaters, cruisers 

 and club members across North America.”   
 

 America’s Boating Club - United States Power Squadron is one 

of the associations partnered with Argo.  Louis showed screenshots the app offers and 

the pins he has dropped in the app to represent SPSPS. 

Check it out at https://argonav.io 

   
 

 

Our recent youngest 

Graduate of the March 14  

Safe Boating Course 

who  

attended with his uncle. 
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1 – 2 May 2026 - Courtyard by Marriott Bradenton 
                              100 Riverfront Drive, Bradenton, FL 34205 

Friday 1 May       

  1200 -1500 – Registration  

 

  1300 – 1500 – Vista Room—Create your Unique Derby Chapeau  

Bring your special hat or use one provided (1st come, 1st served) along with embellishments. 
            

  1630 - 1900 – Squadron and District Commander’s Kentucky Derby’ Social 
Wear your Derby attire and enjoy offerings in the Commander’s Suite 

And several Joint Squadron Suites 
 

Saturday 2 May 

         0830 – Palm River Room - Coffee & Pastry and Registration Desk Open til 1200   
 

Roundtables and Seminars  
 

0830 – 1100 - Upstairs Boardroom – Instructor Re-Certification – R/C Susan Agruso 

0830 – 0930 - Rio Vista W - Co-Op Charting – Old is New Again – Cdr David Siesel & Lt Dennis Pearson 

0900 – 1030 - Rio Vista E - Education Updates – D/Lt/C Myles Gee & D/1st/Lt Ron James 

0945 – 1030 - Rio Vista W – Leaving Money on the Table – D/C Ron Jones 

1045 – 1200 - Rio Vista - Town Hall Meeting – D/C Ron Jones & P/C/C Ralph Bernard 
 

1200 – 1330 - River Palm -- Lunch with National Weather Service Speaker 
 

1300 – 1350 – Registration Desk Open 

 Rio Vista -- 1345 -1700 – District Conference  

and Election of Officers 
       

River Palm -- Change of Watch - Social 1730 – 1800 (credit card only) 

      Sorry - cash not accepted 

   Dinner served 1830  -  Change of Watch Ceremony 1930 
 

2100 – 2300 - River Palm – Post COW Social (credit cards only -  cash not accepted) 
 

Hotel Info: - - - - Courtyard by Marriott  
 

King or Standard Room - $144.00 per night (plus tax) or Suite - $154.00 per night (plus tax) 
*Must book for 2 nights for these rates* 

Link to make your reservation: Mariott link for Americas Boating Club reservations 
(highlight link, then open hyperlink to access) 

  

(If hosting a Hospitality Room, contact Ed Maxwell for room assignment locations) 
 

Preferred Uniform:   Conference - Squadron Polos 
Change of Watch – Bridge - Uniform G, Members - Uniform G, Suit or  
Appropriate Business Casual 

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1753983690140&key=GRP&app=resvlink
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Copies and previous Force 12 issues can be found on our website www.boating stpete.org — ‘resources’  
 

Distribution by email.  A fee is required for a hard copy contact force12@boating stpete.org for details 
Editor: Sandy Krupa     Assistance: Jacque D’Louhy, Michele Kennedy and Dawn Eckhart  

 

 

  
 

 

The businesses who  pay to have their card shown in our bulletin  
help defray newsletter costs.   

Please support them when you can and let them know you saw their card.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2027 CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
 

7 days:  14-21 Feb 2027 
 

Roundtrip from Fort Lauderdale on the brand new SUN PRINCESS 
 

Itinerary:  Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos; San Juan, Puerto Rico;  

Amber Cove, Dominican Republic 

GROUP PRICING FROM $861pp 

Inside from $861pp 

Ocean view from $1131pp 

Deluxe balcony from $1361pp 

Mini suites from $1681pp 
 

Travel protection & transfers are additional. 

OR-take advantage of current promotional pricing at time of booking 

Email dawn@dawnstraveldeals.com or call  

(727) 403-0406 to join our group on this beautiful new ship! 

about:blank
mailto:dawnstraveldeals@gmail.com

