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2026 Change of Watch

D/C Ron Jones, SN installed
Cdr Louis McBride, P as
Commander
and the other elected Officers to
their respective positions

D/Lt/C Myles Gee, SN presented the P/C Fred Hauck, JN presented the
Instructor of the Year award to P/C Al Lima, AP Silver Trident award to Lt Bob Cox Jr., JN
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Commander Louis McBride, P

Squadron Information
Joined Squadron in 2009
Has 15 merit marks
Has been commander since 2024

Commander:
Cdr Louis E. McBride, P

Commander@boating-stpete.org

Executive Officer: Open

Administrative Officer: Open
Lt/C Zoran Stanisic, AP

Education Officer:
Lt/C Zoran Stanisic, AP . .
! Squadron Education Officer

SEO@pboating-stpete.org
Joined Cyber Squadron and

Transferred to our Squadron in 2023

Treasurer:
Lt/C Kathryn A. Considine, JN

Treasurer@boating-stpete.org

Lt/C Kathryn Considine, JN

Secretary:
Lt/C W. Douglas Townes, SN
Secretary@boating-stpete.org

Squadron and District Treasurer
Joined thru D24 in SW Ohio in 1988

Has 28 Merit Marks

Past Commander: *
Has been Treasurer since 2015

P/C Fred Hauck, JN

Members at Large: *
Lt Glenn T. Dobos, AP

Lt Becky McBride
Lt Jeff Eckhart, AP
Lt/C Douglas Townes, SN

Squadron Secretary

*Please check your Roster for
contact information
or
email: force12@boating-stpete.org

Joined Atlanta Squadron in 2005
Transferred to our Squadron
Has 21 Merit Marks
Has been Secretary since 2024

Show that you are a proud member of the Squadron

€«-
Check out the ship's store for items with the squadron logo:
Shirts, burgees to fly on your boat, hats or visors and various bags (to transport

supplies).
We can have the squadron logo added to your favorite shirt.

2025

‘Distinctive Communicator’ is an award for publications and websites

2025 that meet or exceed USPS defined criteria.
DISTINCTIVE DISTINCTIVE
COMMUNICATO! 3 ; OMMUNICATOR
Our Force 12 and Website have been recognized = y@im) S
for this award again for 2025. < ),
%%ﬁ
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Commander
Cdr Louis McBride, P

Greetings,

As we begin 2026, we have already completed several major projects. From planning the full
calendar with the Planning Committee to participating in the St. Petersburg Boat Show.

The St Pete Boat Show held the chilly weekend of December 15 - 18 brought out folks who already
are boaters along with those who dream of owning their own boats.

Thanks to our crew of volunteers Becky McBride, Fred Hauck, Bob Potter, Al Lima,
Fran Lima, Bob Cox, CJ Cox, Buck Johnson of the Manatee Sail and Power Squadron,
Zoran Stanisic, Bob Zewski, Eileen Zewski, Doug Townes, Carolyn Brown and members of Sea
Scout Ship Ballyhoo (912) and Sea Scout Ship Intrepid (915) who chatted with attendees and explained
the advantages of belonging to America’s Boating Club - St Petersburg. Our next boat show participation
will be in Tampa, June 26 - 28.

Our outstanding Change of Watch Committee, Al Lima, Rebecca McBride, Casey Considine and
Linda Albrecht organized another very successful Change of Watch held January 24 - our 86th!

The Annual National Meeting of USPS was held in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina February 9 - 15.
| was proud that Doug Townes, Dawn Eckhart, Connie Beckman, Jim Greenhalgh, Michael McBride
and Rebecca McBride took the time to attend this important meeting. | understand there were more than
40 first-time attendees this year, which is wonderful to see.

As we continue into 2026, many exciting activities are ahead, including our first-ever St. Patrick’s
Day Lunch, the return of Happy Hour gatherings, on-the-water events, and more. | look forward to seeing
many of you at one or more of these activities!

Executive Department

Vessel Safety Checks (VSCs) remain an important way to promote safe
boating and help protect both our members and the public while on the water,
while getting to tour various type boats.
We are looking for additional volunteers to serve as
Vessel Safety Check examiners.
If you are interested in participating, please contact Jeff Eckhart at 727-295-5920 to schedule
your inspection or learn more about becoming a vessel examiner.

Cooperative Charting will be covered at the March General Meeting.
Cooperative Charting is an important program that helps identify
Aids to Navigation (ATONSs) that may be damaged,
missing or otherwise in need of attention.
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Administrative Department

Thank you to those who attended the January 2026 planning meeting-we now have our full year of
events planned.

We would appreciate your suggestions for additional civic service projects
or social activities.

Please feel free to share your ideas so they may be considered for
future squadron initiatives

Upcoming Events:

11 March — General Meeting at SPYC - Social 5:30pm, Dinner 6:00pm, Meeting 7:00pm
ATON Detective Challenge, Get involved with COOP Charting
The Cooperative Charting Committee and Sea Scout Ship 912 will discuss
the Cooperative Charting Program.

14 March - Ec-Sar Marine Yard Sale - 9:00am - Noon
Held at Eckerd College, 4200 54th Ave S

18 March - St Patrick’s Day Lunch at O’Maddy’s - 12:00pm
Join the fun for festive food, great drinks and lively waterfront vibes
O’Maddy’s, 5405 Shore Blvd, Gulfport hosted by Sue Tokarz

21 March - Beach Cleanup - Breakfast 8:00am - Cleanup 9:00am
Meet next to Castle Hotel, 401 Gulf Way, St Pete Beach. Breakfast at Skyway Jacks

21 March - Lunch Bunch -11:30am
Watch for an email with location.

8 April — General Meeting at SPYC - Socia 5:30pm, Dinner 6:00pm, Meeting 7:00pm
See it Tap It. Chart It. Argo! Learn about the App Argo.
Argo™ is an easy-to-use navigation and social boating app — FREE to download and
FREE to use! Find and route to new destinations anywhere in North America
Cdr Louis McBride will showcase the Argo navigation app and
demonstrate how it can be used on the water.

17-19 April - Clearwater Yacht Club Cruise
Enjoy a relaxing summer getaway with Clearwater Sail & Power Squadron.
Arrive Friday for dockside camaraderie

Saturday, poolside relaxation and dinner out

Wrap up Sunday with mimosas on the dock and
breakfast at the club
Come by boat or “iron dinghy” — all are welcome!
Docked boats may stay through Monday

For reservations, hotel info or dockage, contact Peter Losi - 631-804-3457 or loseas13@gmail.com

CLEARWATER P
YACHT CLUB ,’l—“
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Education Officer
Lt/C Zoran Stanisic, AP

Get to Know our New Education Officer

Zoran Stanisic was born in Belgrade, Serbia in the second half of the 20th century. He graduated in
Electronics Engineering, and completed his Masters in Robotics in Vancouver, Canada. Professionally, he
did some engineering work at the beginning of the career, then did lots of consulting for enterprise level
software systems across the United States and Canada.

He has an on and off relation with the sea, with both parties falling in love again and again. His first
shipwreck was when he was 10 years old. His uncle's 10ft hard dinghy overturned few miles off shore when
they were fishing. The four of them spent most of the night riding on the overturned boat, but did not make
much progress until they managed to turn the boat back and paddle to the shore, to the cheering of the
whole camp and Greek Coast Guard. His aunt said his uncle got elevated blood sugar level from that
experience, but she was clearly mistaken, it must have been elevated salt level.

While a student, he graduated towards island hopping and some offshore boating. A 10ft inflatable
dinghy and 4hp engine seemed perfect for the 15NM passage between Croatian islands. There are few
lessons learned from that experience. Good waterproof flashlights are really handy when you land on
uninhabited islands. Also, avoid rat infested islands where all your food gets eaten while you sleep.

Zoran currently has a project sailboat, Morgan Out Island 33, which he is restoring, hoping to get
some more boat maintenance experience, as well as skills sailing in Florida and the Caribbean. The dream
down the road is to sail the south seas.

Please let your boating friends and neighbors know that our next Boat Safety course
will be held from 8:00 - 5:00 on March 14 at St Pete Yacht Club, with a light lunch included.
Cost is $70 for an individual, $105 for a couple sharing materials.

We suggest you check out Americas Boating Channel (https://americasboatingchannel.com).
It hosts videos on various aspects of boating education, cartoons, movies, even funny ’boat fails’.

America’s Boating Club app is also an excellent resource for all things boating.
Best of all, it's a free download from the App Store! This phone app contains several educational and safety
resources that can be at your fingertips for easy reference and enhance your boating experience.

<" VENTURING BSA .
A Full Service
Boatyard

“Strong Leaders, Strong Values

You wont forget the first year S -

you joined Scouting! ——— >

- Are you 14 —-20 years old?
Interested In land adventure, salling, motor boating, or
fishing?
- Want to learn how to become a better leader?
- Join Scouting Today!

Email: louismcbride21 9@ ovutlock.com *
& 4

Website: Seascoutship912.com
Venturecrew219.com

MARNE

Embree Marine

Tampa Bay's Finest Boatyard Since 1947

201 - 16TH AVENUE SOUTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33701

Boatyard (727) 896-0671

Chad Shakespeare FAX (727) 823-3744

America’s Boating Club — St. Petersburg
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Safety Article
By Lt Joe Muczynski, Safety Officer

Don’t Be Caught Off Guard

Perhaps it is the drama of multiple media sources that trains us. We believe tragic accidents occur
during one or more bad conditions: wind, waves, cold water, hot humid air, darkness, high traffic, fatigue,
alcohol, equipment failure, etc. This belief provides incentive to learn, perform vessel safety checks,
practice drills, and focus when conditions get tough — all of which do reduce accidents. However, USCG
statistics repeatedly point to human behavior — not equipment — as the dominant risk factor in
recreational boating accidents: operator inattention, improper lookout, operator inexperience, excessive
speed, alcohol use.

Across multiple years of Recreational Boating Statistics:

e 75-87% of drowning victims are not wearing PFDs
¢ Many fatal drownings occurred with other people present

e Falls overboard are a major contributor
Calm conditions are common Most drowning victims were not alone — they just ran out of time.

Case 1 - One or more passengers falls overboard with crew aboard.
Successful rescue depends on the ability of remaining crew to perform man overboard skills —
something most recreational crews rarely drill.

Case 2 - Boarding ladder incidents at anchor or dock.
After fatigue/cramp/injury even a good swimmer may submerge quickly, often before those nearby
fully recognize the emergency.

Case 3 - Capsize of small open boat with group aboard.
Rescue may take hours. Group may separate. Victim without PFD fatigues first.

U.S. Coast Guard accident data consistently reveals recurring cognitive traps that often precede
recreational boating incidents, including:
“We’'re only going out for a minute.”

“Conditions are calm — we’ll be fine.”
‘I know these waters.”

“I'll just check this for a second.”
“We don’t need life jackets today.”
“I've had just a couple.”

“Let’s push and beat the weather.”
“Autopilot’s got it.”

“We've done this a hundred times.”
“Nothing ever happens out here.”

All these statements reflect a lowering of one's guard, because circumstances do not appear to
require vigilance. The leaders and heroes are the ones who proactively adopt a lifeguard mentality - asking
"What would | do if ..."

Make it a habit to maintain and promote situational awareness. Repeated minor mistakes, by you or
crew, indicates a slip in attention or complacency. Recognize this need to focus and prepare to avoid
potentially large accidents.

Please - Don’t be caught off guard!
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S Calendar of Events

Time Event Location Contact
March
4 6:30pm EXCOM Meeting St. Pete Yacht Club Cdr Louis McBride

8 Daylight Savings Time

1 5:30pm General Meeting St Pete Yacht Club Cdr Louis McBride
14 8:00am Basic Boating Course St Pete Yacht Club

14 9:00 -12:00 Ec-Sar Marine Yard Sale Eckerd College

15 8:00-5:00 Boating Safety Course St Pete Yacht Club Lt Jeff Eckhart
18 12:00pm St Patty’s Lunch O’Maddy’s, Gulfport Sue Tokarz
21 9:00am Beach Cleanup Pass-a-Grille Cdr Louis McBride

21 11:45am  Lunch Bunch watch for details Lt Becky McBride
28 9:00am Officer Meeting Sarasota Squadron Cdr Louis McBride

1 6:30pm EXCOM St Pete Yacht Club

Cdr Louis

5 Happy Easter

11 5:30pm General Meeting St Pete Yacht Club Cdr Louis McBride

L 17-19 Clearwater Yacht Club Boating Weekend Cdr Peter Losi

ROBERT SIVITER
OWNER
FILLINGHAM YACHT SALES

CELL: 727-415-4676
OFFICE: 727-460-5687
ROBERTSIVITER®@FILLINGHAMYACHTS.COM

200 BEACH DRIVE NE, SUITE 2
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701

WWW.FILLINGHAMYACHTS.COM
LICENSED AND BONDED
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

March

1 - George Baulig
16 -Frank Lavigna
29 - Tully Carr

14 - Lauren Fernald
27 - Mike Stoddard

April

2 - Joe Pennavaria & Nancy Reeder 4 - Katie Rodgers
12 - Michael Ellis 15 - Joe Kane 19 - John Humphreys
22 - Jack Flick 23 - Jeff Boehler 26 - Michele Kennedy

29 - Sue Tokarz

Treasurer
Lt/C Kathryn Considine, JN

Thank You!

2026 Donations through January: $ 21.44

Donations are from various sources, i.e.: memorials for members who have passed, from officers to offset
expenses, 50/50 at Meetings, general donations, and Life Members in lieu of dues. The funds are used to
help offset costs of the printing and distribution of the Force 12 and electronic communication fees.

Monthly Meetings

11 March - ATON Detective Challenge
Get involved with COOP Charting

8 April - See it. Tap It. Chart It - Argo!
Learn about the Argo App

St Pete Yacht Club
(Garage parking included)

SPYC Dinner Buffet
$31 ($1. discount for cash or check)

Last time for reservations or cancellations
is S5pm Friday prior to meeting

Send Reservation to
reservations@boating-stpete.org

America’s Boating Club — St. Petersburg

Stories?

Boaters, whether new or ‘seasoned’
have stories - some sad, some funny,
some of adventure.

Do you have a story you would like to share?

One of my favorite memories of taking the initial boating
course was hearing the stories related to us by the in-
structors.

They made the class more interesting as they wove the
story into our ‘learning’.

We would love to print a story or even a recipe you use
in our newsletter.

Please contact Sandy Krupa, your editor
at tskru@outlook.com
or
Call 727-674-3513
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Don’t put away that green yet!

Join us for lunch and show your Irish

for one more day!

All Squadron members & guests Invited
to an ‘After St. Patrick’s Day Celebration’

Wednesday, March 18 - Noon

O’Maddy’s Bar & Grill, 5405 Shore Blvd S, Gulfport

We will have a limerick contest with prizes, so put on your creative :
hat, compose a limerick and wear your green! ]

Please e-mail Sue Tokarz (Alchemyph@aol.com) or

Call (727) 244-7933 if you plan on attending

SPSPS Booth at the Boat Show
15 — 18 January

time at the Boat Show explaining the benefits of
America’s Boating Club membership with visitors.

Thank you for your dedication

as our Commander!

Even though Cdr Louis just had some cancer removed from his
face and was bandaged, he along with various members spent

A model among us!

Carol Segundo was asked to
serve as a
model while on the Power
Squadron cruise which
Sailed out of Port Canaveral
immediately following
the recent Annual Meeting
held in Myrtle Beach.

America’s Boating Club — St. Petersburg

For Boaters, By BoatQ >, N

L AMERICAS BiliATg

March/April 9


mailto:Alchemyph@aol.com

District 22 Conference
Courtyard Bradenton Sarasota/Riverfront

1 -2 May 2026 - Courtyard by Marriott Bradenton
100 Riverfront Drive, Bradenton, FL 34205

Friday 1 May
1200 -1500 — Registration

1300 — 1500 — Create your Unique Derby Chapeau
Bring your special hat or use one provided (1% come, 1% served) along with embellishments.

1630 - 1900 — Squadron and District Commander’s Kentucky Derby’ Social
Wear your Derby attire and enjoy offerings in the Commander’s Suite
And several Joint Squadron Suites

Saturday 2 May
0830 — Palm River Room - Coffee & Pastry and Registration Desk Open til 1200

Roundtables and Seminars

0830 — 1100 - Upstairs Boardroom — Instructor Re-Certification — Stf/C Susan Agruso
0830 — 0930 - Rio Vista W - Co-Op Charting Update and Opportunities

0900 — 1030 - Rio Vista E - Education Updates — D/Lt/C Myles Gee & D/1°/Lt Ron James
0945 — 1030 - Rio Vista W — Leaving Money on the Table — D/C Ron Jones

1045 — 1200 - Rio Vista - Town Hall Meeting— D/C Ron Jones

1200 - 1330 - River Palm -- Lunch with National Weather Service Speaker

1300 — 1350 — Registration Desk Open
Rio Vista -- 1345 -1700 — District Conference and Election of Officers

River Palm -- Change of Watch - Social 1730 — 1800 (cash bar)
Sorry - credit cards not accepted
Dinner served 1830 - Change of Watch Ceremony 1930

2100 - 2300 - River Palm — Post COW Social (cash bar — credit cards
Te— not accepted)

Hotel Info: ---- Courtyard by Marriott

King or Standard Room - $144.00 per night (plus tax) or Suite - $154.00 per night (plus tax)
*Must book for 2 nights for these rates*
Link to make your reservation: Mariott link for Americas Boating Club reservations
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"What's in it for me?"

Like the seasons, change is inevitable. The new year has begun and with it comes change and
challenges for all of us. It easy to resist change, but as retired United States Army General Eric Shinseki
said, “If you dislike change, you’re going to dislike irrelevance even more.”

The new year is shaping up to be a very good year for the St Petersburg Sail and Power Squadron /
America’s Boating Club as the club gets ready to set sail for another year.

You can be a part of shaping the future, if you are up for the challenge. Joining a volunteer organi-
zation is proven to provide many personal benefits, but there is a catch. You can’t be a member in name
only. To keep any club healthy people like you are needed to contribute their skills and talents in many
ways.

If you are asking, “What’s in it for me?” The answer is a host of benefits including providing:

A Sense of Purpose: Volunteering offers a meaningful way to contribute to your community and
make a difference in people's lives.
Community Connection: Helps you feel connected to your community and fosters a sense of belonging.
Social Opportunities: You meet new people and make friends who share similar interests and values.
Skill Development: Volunteering can help you learn new skills or enhance existing ones, which can be
beneficial for personal and professional growth.
Mental Health Benefits: Engaging in volunteer work can reduce stress and increase feelings of
happiness and fulfillment.

There is a lot of work to plan and hold any club activity. This means volunteers are needed to plan,
organize, setup, cleanup and more to make the club successful.

Now it’s your turn. There is no limit on what you can accomplish once you get involved. Our leader-
ship team is always looking for people willing to come join the team. All it requires for you is to step forward
and say, “l would like to help.”

Reach out today to anyone on the Executive Committee,

Help Wanted / Needed:

Web Design / Website Support:

Position requires working knowledge of: - WordPress - HTML / HTML5 - PHP - CSS

Assist with maintaining, updating and improving the squadron’s website to ensure it remains
functional, current, and professional.
If not in possession of these skills, we are also asking whether anyone has contacts at local
colleges or universities (such as web design, computer science, or IT programs) who may be interested in
sharing this opportunity with qualified students.

If you have the skills, know someone who does, or can help connect us with a local college
program, please contact Cdr Louis McBride.

............................................................. .
A Sales Person to run the Ship Store : Newsletter Help Needed :
during Meetings 10 Review, catch grammar, punctuation
: and mistakes.

Use your sales technique while getting to 10 Photographer to take pictures

know fellow members while earning : at meetings and events.

a merit mark. 10 Write articles.
Contact Casey Considine to discuss Contact Sandy Krupa at 727-674-3513
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FEBRUARY 2027 CARIBBEAN CRUISE

7 days: 14-21 Feb 2027

Roundtrip from Fort Lauderdale on the brand new SUN PRINCESS

Itinerary: Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos; San Juan, Puerto Rico;

Amber Cove, Dominican Republic
GROUP PRICING FROM $861pp
Inside from $861pp

Ocean view from $1131pp

Deluxe balcony from $1361pp
Mini suites from $1681pp

Travel protection & transfers are additional.

OR-take advantage of current promotional pricing at time of booking

Email dawn@dawnstraveldeals.com or call

(727) 403-0406 to join our group on this beautiful new ship!

The businesses who pay to have their card shown in our bulletin
help defray newsletter costs.
Please support them when you can and let them know you saw their card.

Copies and previous Force 12 issues can be found on our website www.boating stpete.org — ‘resources’

Distribution by email. A fee is required for a hard copy contact force12@boating stpete.org for details
Editor: Sandy Krupa  Assistance: Jacque D’Louhy, Michele Kennedy and Dawn Eckhart
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