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St. Petersburg

You are cordially invited to

St. Petersburg Sail & Power Squadron’s
86" Change of Watch
at

St. Petersburg Yacht Club
11 Central Avenue, St. Petersburg, Florida

Saturday 24 January 2026
Cash Bar 1800 Dinner 1845

Dinner, Choice of the following at $55.00*:

Chicken Piccata with Capers and Lemon Butter Sauce
Pan Roasted Atlantic Salmon with Bourbon Cream Sauce

Dijon and Herb Crusted Pork Loin with Garlic Au Jus

Served with Butternut Squash Soup, Chef's Selection of Starch, Vegetables and Warm Rolls
Freshly Brewed Coffee, Iced Tea and Water

And choice of dessert, either Tiramisu or Key Lime Pie
Dress: Uniform “A” (Dark uniform with bow tie) or semi-formal wear

Please complete the following and forward the form to reservations@boating-stpete.org

Rank Name Grade Squadron Meal & Dessert Choice

Please indicate any dietary restrictions.
*Your payment is due at the door - a $1 discount will be given for check or cash.
(Exact cash or a check already made out to SPSPS is welcomed.)
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LEXOPHILIA - WHO ON EARTH DREAMS THESE UP?

Squadron Information _
- How does Moses make tea? Hebrews it.

Commander: - Venison for dinner again? Oh deer!
Cdr Louis E. McBride, P - A cartoonist was found dead in his home. Details are sketchy.
Commander@boating-stpete.org -l used to be a banker, but then | lost interest.
- Haunted French pancakes give me the crépes.
- England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool.

Executive Officer: Open

Administrative Officer: Open - | tried to catch some fog, but | mist.
Education Officer: - They told mg | had type-A blo.od, .but it was a. Typo.
Lt/C Zoran Stanisic, AP - | changed my iPod's name to Titanic. It's syncing now.
SEO@pboating-stpete.org - | know a guy who's addicted to brake fluid,
but he says he can stop any time.
LRI - | stayed up all night to see where the sun went,

Lt/C Kathryn A. Considine, JN

) and then it dawned on me.
Treasurer@boating-stpete.org

- When chemists die, they barium.
- I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. | just can't put it down.

Secretary: ) .
Lt/C W. Douglas Townes, SN - | did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play on words.
Secretary@boating-stpete.org - | didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew on me.
- Did you hear about the cross-eyed teacher who lost her job
Past Commander: * because she couldn't control her pupils?
P/C Fred Hauck, JN - When you get a bladder infection, urine trouble.
Members at Large: * - Broken pencils are pointless.
Lt Glenn T. Dobos, AP - What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary?
Lt Becky McBride A thesaurus.
Lt Jeff Eckhart, AP - | dropped out of communism class because of lousy Marx.
- All the toilets in New York's police stations have been stolen.
*Please check your Roster for The police have nothing to go on.
contact information - 1 got a job at a bakery because | kneaded dough.
or - Velcro - what a rip off!
email: force12@boating-stpete.org Don’t worry about old age; it doesn’t last.

Forwarded to the Editor by Jeff Eckhart

Show that you are a proud member of the Squadron

( ’ L= Check out the ship's store for items with the squadron logo:
Shirts, burgees to fly on your boat, hats or visors and various bags (to transport
supplies). We can have the squadron logo added to your favorite shirt.

The items in the Ship's Store are displayed at each General Meeting.
A volunteer is needed to run the Ship Store - get to know fellow members while earning a merit mark.

Contact Casey Considine to discuss

‘Distinctive Communicator’

is an award for publications

that meet or exceed USPS
defined criteria.

Help Wanted / Needed

Would you like to review, catch and correct grammar,
punctuation, mistakes, take pictures at meetings,
Our Force 12 has been / write articles or become the editor?

recognized for this award. \%WSLET@QH// Contact Sandy Krupa at 727-674-3513 to discuss

2024

DISTINCTIVE
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Commander
Cdr Louis McBride, P

As we close out 2025, | would like to take a moment to reflect on the accomplishments, challenges,
and progress of our squadron over the past year, and to express my sincere appreciation to our officers,
committee chairs and members for their continued dedication and service.

Throughout the year, our squadron remained committed to the core mission of the United States
Power Squadrons® — promoting boating safety, education, civic service and fellowship. Many members
have continued to step forward to support squadron operations, public outreach and educational programs.

We successfully supported multiple civic service initiatives, including vessel safety checks and
community engagement activities, and we continued to emphasize safe and responsible boating practices
within our community. Our educational programs and public presence reflect the professionalism and
commitment expected of our organization.

Leadership and volunteerism remained a key focus in 2025. | am grateful to the bridge officers and
committee members who carried significant responsibilities this year, balancing squadron duties alongside
personal and professional commitments. Their willingness to serve ensured continuity in operations and
helped maintain a strong foundation for the future.

As we move into 2026, we will focus on strengthening participation, improving communication and
expanding opportunities for meaningful involvement at the squadron level.

Looking ahead, planning is underway for upcoming boating and land-based activities, civic service
projects and fellowship events. Member input will be essential as we work together to set priorities and
ensure our squadron remains active, welcoming and relevant.

In closing, | want to thank each member for their support, their service and their commitment to our
squadron and to USPS. It has been an honor to serve as your Commander in 2025 and | look forward to
building on this year’s efforts as we chart our course into 2026.

| encourage you to consider attending the USPS 2026 National Meeting in Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina. It is the premier event for all USPS members and packed with inspiring sessions, leadership
workshops, fellowship and fun by the sea. Whether you’re reconnecting with old friends or making new
ones, this is the place to be! More information can be found on the National Website - https://www.usps.org

Thank You to the following members who earned Merit Marks this year:

Jack Albrecht Linda Albrecht Connie Beckman Casey Considine
Bob Cox Jacque D’Louhy Glenn Dobos Dawn Eckhart
Jeff Eckhart Jim Greenhalgh Fred Hauck Cory-Jeanne Cox
Michele Kennedy Sandy Krupa Al Lima Fran Lima

Louis McBride Michael McBride Becky McBride Joe Muczynski
Brad Novack John Novack Robbie Paul Sue Paul

Bruce Rodgers Carol Segundo Doug Townes Marilyn Van Goey
If you received a Merit Mark and your name is not listed, let us know and we will Salute you next edition

Wishing everyone an amazing Christmas, Hanukkah, and New Year!
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The 2026 Bridge and Committee Members, left to right
Becky McBride — Member-at-Large, Douglas Townes — Secretary,
Jeff Eckhart - Member-at-Large, Casey Considine — Treasurer,
Dawn Eckhart — Audit Committee, Zoran Stanisic — SEO,
Glenn Dobos — Member-at-Large, Louis McBride - Commander
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We appreciate the nice turnout for the Annual Meeting on 11 December.

Members enjoyed yummy hors d’oeuvres and libations followed by approving the

2026 Budget and Bridge and Committee Members

Our newest member, Joel Heyne was welcomed
at the Annual Meeting.

Joel is a world-round cruiser who spent two years
sailing around the globe,
completing a full circumnavigation aboard
a sailboat with a crew.

Joel, we look forward to hearing about
your adventures!
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Executive Department A
>4

Tis the season for the upcoming St Petersburg Boat Show starting 15 January
thru 18 January (most days are 10am to 4pm).
Are you interested in attending?
This is a great way to be part of the excitement and support SPSPS at the same time,
with tickets through the squadron!
We need volunteers to assist at the SPSPS booth.
Sign up quickly in order to get the time slot you prefer by contacting Cdr Louis McBride!
Help out for a few hours and still enjoy everything the boat show has to offer!
Come on out, represent SPSPS, and be part of a fantastic event!

Vessel Safety Checks are an important way to promote safe boating and help protect our members
and the public while on the water. It also is a great way to meet fellow boaters and check out their vessel.
We encourage you to contact Jeff Eckhart to learn more about becoming a vessel examiner.

Our next Beach Clean-Up is scheduled for January 17, with the cleanup location at the Castle Hotel,
401 Gulf Way, St. Pete Beach. You are invited to join fellow members beforehand for breakfast at Skyway
Jack’s starting at 8:00 a.m.

Do you have any suggestions for additional civic service projects or activities?
Please feel free to reach out to any Executive Committee Member
with your ideas so they can be considered for squadron-level activities at the upcoming planning
meeting as we begin the 2026 Watch Year.
Hope you attend the meeting and help organize the activities.
Your ideas and help would be greatly appreciated.
Watch your email for details.

Administrative Department

15 - 18 January - St Pete Boat Show - 10:00am- 4:00pm
see info listed above for volunteer opportunities and ticket info

17 January - Beach Cleanup - Breakfast 8:00am - Cleanup 9:00am
meet next to Castle Hotel, 401 Gulf Way, St Pete Beach. Breakfast at Skyway Jacks

24 January — Change of Watch at SPYC - Social 6:00pm, Dinner 6:45pm
See Flyer on Cover for info

9 - 15 February - 2026 USPS National Annual Meeting
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

11 February — General Meeting at SPYC - Social 5:30pm, Dinner 6:00pm, Meeting 7:00pm
Valentine’s Day theme with speaker.

19 February - Lunch Bunch -11:30am
We are hoping Portofino Italian Ristorante has reopened. Watch for an email with details.
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Education Officer
Lt/C Robbie Paul, AP

The highlights for the education team during the past year were the improved attendance for the
Boating Safety Courses. For the September class, we had 19 students register, with 13 attending and
passing the exam. For October, we had 16 register, with 10 attending and passing. Facebook advertising
was very successful, as these were the highest attendance numbers we had seen in many quarters.

Unfortunately, this success did not carry to other advanced courses and seminars, even with the
reduced pricing for seminars. Next year, we will have the opportunity to experiment with different keywords.
We need to promote the benefits to the students versus the details of the course.

| continue to believe there is a distinct benefit to in-person classes; this is validated by feedback from
attendees. We have an excellent crew of instructors. Their on-water experience stories (both educational as
well as fun) and the insights that come with that are invaluable to boaters of all ages.

Bob Cox and | are working to transition the SEO role to Zoran Stanisic and to finalize the course
calendar for next year. Watch for updates via email, Facebook posts and in future newsletters as we get the
schedule ‘nailed down’. Please let us know if there are any courses you would like to see included in the
schedule or if you would be interested in becoming a course instructor or ‘helper’.

I would also like to send a special thank you to Bob Cox,
without whose knowledge and support,
I would not have been able to conduct my SEO role.

As a reminder, Americas Boating Channel (https://americasboatingchannel.com) hosts a broad
selection of videos on various aspects of boating education, cartoons, movies, even funny ’boat fails’.
Suggest you take a few moments to check it out.

The America’s Boating Club app is also an excellent resource for all things boating. Best of all, it’s
free to download from the App Store! This phone app contains several educational and safety resources that
can be at your fingertips for easy reference and enhance your boating experience.

Remember safe boating and education are the hallmarks of having fun on the water;
we are here to serve you and the local boating community.

Happy holidays and best wishes for the new year, and beyond.

<" VENTURING  BSA

Full Service
Boatyard

“Strong Leaders, Strong Values

You wont forget the first year &

you joined Scouting! e " AMALINE
- Are you 14 —-20 years old? ‘ H
- Interested In land adventure, sailing, motor boating, or E m bree Marl ne
fishing? Tampa Bay's Finest Boatyard Since 1947
- Want to learn how to become a better leader? 201 - 16TH AVENUE SOUTH
- Join Scouting Today! Sil: PETERSBURG, FLOR'DA 33701

E il: loui bride219@ look £3
maisi: jouvismc fi - outicook.com . - J
> . o < Boatyard (727) 896-0671
Website: Se hip912. a\&g
e S~ el s Chad Shakespeare FAX (727) 823-3744

Venturecrew219.com
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VESSEL SAFETY CHEcy
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VESSF-F CHECK Safety Article

By Lt Joe Muczynski, Safety Officer

Safety First

“Safety First” is a critical mindset, particularly when activities involve dangers large or small.
Yet safety is often missing from mental focus, resulting in ineffective utilization of training and experience.

Explanations for a lack of safety focus include:
Cognitive (distraction, fatigue, impairment, overload, ambiguity, habituation)
Social pressures (intimidation, abuse of authority, failure to question/inform/listen/consider, desire to

please)
Behavioral bias (rationalization, pride, showboating, overconfidence, complacency, optimism bias and

confirmation bias)
Cultural factors (risk normalization, lack of leadership, unjustified use of shortcuts and rule-bending, at-

tachment to tradition)
Goal Fixation (schedule pressure, task completion, unjustified task commitment, reluctance to replan

Poor cognitive focus affecting safety can be improved by limiting and/or eliminating sources of negative
influence, rotating crew tasks, and reducing pace.

Arriving at dusk after a vigorous day of sailing, a fatigued lookout fails to notice a damaged piling in the
harbor entrance. When sail trim, traffic, and radio calls compete for attention, the crew slows maneuvers to
reduce overload rather than prioritizing progress over safety.

Safety focus compromised by social pressures can be improved by explicitly soliciting constructive
criticism, modeling desired behavior, and using neutral language to alleviate social friction.

After repeated scoldings for excessive comments and questions, a crew member is reluctant to men-
tion a concern that becomes an actual safety problem. During docking, the skipper listens to a concern in-
stead of overriding it to “look confident” in front of others.

When focus on safety suffers due to behavioral bias, it can be improved by making evidence-based
decisions and resolving to utilize well established safety procedures.

Although properly trained in winch handling techniques, a complacent crew member reverts to bad
habits and nearly misses injury during a wind gust. Despite many uneventful past sails, the crew reefs early
because conditions match the plan, not because “it’'s always been fine before.”

Cultural factors that degrade safety can be improved by modeling correct procedures visibly and rou-
tinely. Treat failures as learning opportunities to highlight standard procedures, ensure exceptions are
properly justified and find opportunities to recommend improvement.

The skipper has a bad habit of running the fuel tank nearly empty, but has not experienced problems all
summer. End of season wind and waves mix the fuel tank contents vigorously today, resulting in a clogged
fuel line and lack of power, during conditions that quickly become very challenging. Near-misses are
discussed openly without blame to improve future decisions.

When safety is compromised by goal fixation, consider whether the goals would have been approved
with knowledge of the latest information. Use checkpoints as opportunities to evaluate progress and risk.

Pressure to meet a rendezvous leads to continuing despite clear signs that conditions are worsening.
Unexpected weather causes the skipper to treat replanning as success, not failure, and choose a safer
intermediate stop.

Developing and practicing good habits under calm conditions provides you
and your crew the automatic reflexes to perform well under stressful conditions.
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Time Event Location Contact

January

1 Happy, Healthy 2026! g
7 6:30pm  EXCOM Meeting St. Pete Yacht Club Cdr Louis McBride
15-18 St Pete Boat Show Downtown St Pete Cdr Louis McBride :
17 9:00am  Beach Cleanup Pass-a-Grille Cdr Louis McBride f
24 6:00pm  Change of Watch St Pete Yacht Club Cdr Louis McBride -
February

4 6:30pm  EXCOM Meeting St Pete Yacht Club Cdr Louis McBride o

9-15 2026 USPS National Annual Meeting Myrtle Beach, South Carolina Cdr Louis McBride

11 5:30pm General Meeting St Pete Yacht Club Cdr Louis McBride
14 u aPPﬁ \/aQethlweJo ©a8 %
19 11:30am  Lunch Bunch ?? Portofino Italian Ristorante Lt Becky McBride {

Thank You!
Treasurer

Lt/C Kathryn Considine. JN 2025 Donations through November: $958.68
H

Donations are from various sources, i.e.: memorials for
members who have passed, from officers to offset expenses, 50/50 at Meetings, general donations, and
Life Members in lieu of dues. The funds are used to help offset costs of the printing and distribution of the
Force 12 and electronic communication fees.

ROBERT SIVITER
OWNER
FILLINGHAM YACHT SALES

CELL: 727-415-4676
OFFICE: 727-460-5687
ROBERTSIVITER®@FILLINGHAMYACHTS.COM

200 BEACH DRIVE NE, SUITE 2
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701

WWW.FILLINGHAMYACHTS.COM
LICENSED AND BONDED
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

7 - Gerald Brennan 9 - Marilyn Van Goey

1 2 - Michael McBride 13 - Corrine St Jean
14 - lagan Patrick and Bob Potter
21 - Mark Van De Ree
25—Norm Ferguson and Roger Kinzie

January

7 - Sandy Krupa 20 - Jack Albrecht
21- Mya Morgan and Glenn Chaney
22 - Al Lima and Eileen Zewski 27 - Sharon Fernald

February

PN

November Meeting

Our speaker, Jeffrey Brown, Fishery Biologist, o ”“‘”"“{5 Yact €Lz
NOAA Fisheries (retired), \
provided an informative presentation

on “Sharks are Awesome”.

St. Pete Vineyard was very appreciative of all the donations and

says ‘Thank You’ to everyone who contributed to the Thanksgiving Food Drive!
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The Passing of P/D/C Kenneth N. Beckman, SN

A Celebration of Life was held November 22, 2025, to honor and celebrate Ken Beckman who died
in his sleep Friday, October 31, at the age of 103. Ken was a dedicated family man and friend, born August
7, 1922, in Northampton, Massachusetts. He started playing trumpet at age four, became New England's
youngest union musician, and performed with big bands while his father drove him to the performances
since he was too young to drive.

After graduating from high school, he entered the U.S. Naval Academy. Following the declaration
of World War II, he enlisted in the Army Air Corps and served as a navigator with the 305th Bomb Group,
366th Bomb Squadron. Ken completed 48 missions during the war, including 19 as lead navigator. He re-
tired from the Air Force in 1972 after serving as program director of the C-5A at the Air Force Systems
Project Office. His service earned him numerous honors, including the Legion of Merit, Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross with one Oak Leaf Cluster, the Air Medal with five Oak Leaf Clusters (one silver), the American
Campaign Medal, the European—African—-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with three bronze stars, and the
World War II Victory Medal and other commendations for bravery under fire. Post-war, he rose through
the ranks, becoming a program director for the C-5 Galaxy heavy logistics aircraft, overseeing its develop-
ment and deployment.

Beyond being a veteran, Ken was active in the National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air Force,
the St Pete Power Squadron, St. Petersburg Yacht Club, and the Coast Guard Auxiliary. These are just a
few of the places where his presence made a difference, where he showed up, where he gave back, and
where he quietly and humbly made a lasting difference. He shared stories to educate, connect, and inspire.
His presence made others feel acknowledged, whether they knew him briefly or for decades.

On Ken’s 100th birthday, the City Council and Mayor of St. Petersburg adopted a resolution nam-
ing a day in his honor—Kenneth Beckman Day. Ken was one of a kind. A man of character, courage, and
kindness. We were lucky to have him for 103 years. That alone is a legacy worthy of a medal.
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Save the Date for the 2026 SPRING CONFERENCE
1 and 2 May, 2026 at Courtyard by Marriott Bradenton

100 Riverfront Drive, Bradenton, FL 34205 50/50
Raf
Friday 1 May i

ALL Member Workshop/Meetings Kentucky Derby Themed Squadron Hospitality Room Visits
Saturday 2 May

Meet & Greet with Coffee & Pastries Roundtables and Seminars
Lunch with speaker—District Conference and Election of Officers

Change of Watch - Dinner and Change of Watch Ceremony

Hotel Info: ---- Courtyard by Marriott -“Must book for 2 nights for these rates*
Standard Room - $144.00 Suite - $154.00 per night (plus tax)

Link to make your reservation: Mariott link for Americas Boating Club reservations
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FEBRUARY 2026 CARIBBEAN CRUISE
6 days: 16-22 Feb 2026

Roundtrip from Port Canaveral on the beautiful SKY PRINCESS

Itinerary: Nassau, Freeport, Grand Turk
GROUP PRICING FROM $789pp
Inside from $789pp
Balcony from $1139pp
Mini suites from $1409pp

Travel protection & transfers are additional.
OR-take advantage of current promotional pricing at time of booking

A hotel block is already arranged for Sunday night in Cape Canaveral
including parking during the cruise

Email dawn@dawnstraveldeals.com or call

(727) 403-0406 to join our group on this beautiful ship!

= PRINCESS

D22 Eastern Caribbean Cruise
7 davs: 23-30 May 2026

Roundtrip from Fort Lauderdale on the beautiful REGAL PRINCESS

Itinerary: Princess Cays, San Juan, St Thomas

GROUP PRICING FROM $1203pp
Inside from $1203pp
Balcony from $1603pp
Deluxe balcony from $1753pp
Mini suites from $2113pp

Travel protection & transfers are additional. UNITED STATES
OR-take advantage of current promotional pricing Ft. Lauderdale
at time of booking THE BAHAMAS Atlantic

Ocean
Email dawn@dawnstraveldeals.com or call

Princess Cays

(727) 403-0406 to join our group on this beautiful ship!

P%ecrgo

Caribbean Sea
San Juan

St. Thomas
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Force 12 is a publication of
America’s Boating Club
St Petersburg Sail and Power Squadron
4384 95th Avenue N
Pinellas Park, FL 33782
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The businesses who pay to have their card shown in our bulletin help defray the cost.
Please support them when you can and let them know you saw their card.

Copies and previous Force 12 issues can be found on our website www.boating stpete.org — ‘resources’
Distribution by email. A fee is required for a hard copy contact force12@boating stpete.org for details
Editor: Sandy Krupa  Assistance: Jacque D’Louhy, Michele Kennedy and Dawn Eckhart
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